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Bitlis, and Kharput. Primitive conditions exist in all
these localities. Their importance is due not to indus-
trial development or commercial enterprise but rather
to their situation on through travel routes. Of immeas-
urably less importance than the coast cities from the
standpoint of foreign trade, the interior distributing
points, nevertheless, are the scene of the great majority
of domestic trade transactions.
Lakes and rivers provide very little transportation in
Turkey. The only large lake, Lake Van, -which is sit-
uated in eastern Asia Minor, is used only by small sailing
craft; but with the logical development of the surround-
ing country it can achieve considerable importance. In
the Konia region, the Smyrna-Aidiii railway has naviga-
tion rights on Lake Egerdir, and in cooperation with
the Baghdad Railway, holds similar rights on Lake
Beyshehr.
The rivers of Anatolia are of scant present importance,
since they are for the most part navigable merely for a
short distance from the coast, and cannot be relied upon
due to the frequent torrents in the rainy season and to
the dry summer weather. Their possibilities lie more in
connection with irrigation and with hydroelectric power.
The main streams are the Sakkaria (sanjak of Izmid)
and the Kizil Irmak (vilayet of Trebizond) which flow
into the Black Sea, the Su Sigirli Chai which flows into
the Sea of Marmara, and the Sihun and Jihun (vilayet of
Adana) which enter the Mediterranean.
By far the most important rivers of the Ottoman Em-
pire were the Tigris and the Euphrates; but save for the
headwaters, these rivers are located wholly outside of
New Turkey. Above Baghdad, the Tigris is utilized only
by rafts made of inflated skins. The Euphrates, which
is navigable to Hit, situated somewhat northwest of
Baghdad, offers a possibility for an all-water route
between the Persian Gulf and the Mediterranean Sea.

